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Definitions of Historic Vehicles 
	

Historic	vehicles	are	defined	by	TfNSW	as	vehicles	being	thirty	years	of	age	or	older	since	
their	year	of	manufacture.	

	
The	Council	of	Heritage	Motor	Clubs	supports	the	FIVA	definition	of	an	Historic	Vehicle.	

	
An	historic	vehicle	is	one	that	is:	
	 	

• mechanically	propelled	
• at	least	30	years	old;	
• preserved	and	maintained	in	an	historically	correct	condition;	
• not	used	as	a	means	of	daily	transport;	and	
• therefore	form	a	part	of	our	technical	and	cultural	heritage	
						(Note:	this	does	not	preclude	imported	vehicles.)	

	

NSW Vehicle Registration Schemes 
	

Three	vehicle	registration	schemes	are	available	in	NSW	for	historic	motoring	
	
1.	 Full	(Standard)	Registration	
	
If	you	drive	your	historic	vehicle	regularly	you	should	consider	full	registration.	It	allows	
unlimited	access	to	the	road	and	road	related	network.		
	
2.	 Historic	Vehicle	Scheme	(HVS)	Conditional	Registration	
	
Refer	to	TfNSW	"Historic	Vehicle	Conditional	Registration	Sheet"	HVS	v2025.10	
Historic	vehicle	registration	is	mainly	for	operators	who	only	drive	their	vehicles	
occasionally.		HVS	can	be	applied	for	complying	vehicles,	ie.	vehicles	able	to	obtain	a	pink	slip	
(ordinary	passenger	cars,	utilities,	light	commercial,	buses,	some	ex-Military)	and	some	special	
purpose	vehicles.	There	is	no	GVM	limit.	
	
To	be	eligible	for	HVS	your	vehicle	must:		
• be at least 30 years of age or older from the year it was manufactured	
• comply with the applicable vehicle standards as at the date of vehicle manufacture 
• not be modified and as close to original condition as possible, with no alterations except for safety 

features such as seatbelts, turn indicators or period options, accessories and safety items 
	
Allows	occasional	use,	not	using	your	historic	vehicle	regularly.	Such	use	can	include:	
• events or activities organised by the primary club 
• events organised by recognised historic vehicle clubs, if an official invitation is received and 

recorded by the primary club in the official minutes or 'Day Book' 
• for events organised by community organisations if an official invitation is received and recorded 

by the primary club in the official minutes or 'Day Book' 
• For Log Book users additional days up to 60 per registration year for maintenance and personal use 

personal use 
• Historic vehicle registration is mainly for operators who are committed to preserving our motoring 

heritage and who only drive their vehicles occasionally. NRMA Veteran, Vintage and Classic Car 
Insurance defines this is as for leisure or special occasion; not your primary mode of transport; not 
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driven more than 2 days per week on average and not more than 9000kms per year. Shannons 
defines limited use as no more than twice per week on average or extreme limited use as no more 
than twice a month. Registered operators need to be aware of the coverage level they are paying 
for. 

	
To	apply	for	HVS	the	Registered	Operator	must	be	a	member	of	a	TfNSW	listed	Historic	Vehicle	
Club.	This	club	certifies	the	Vehicle	Eligibility	and	is	referred	to	as	the	Primary	Club.	
	
3.	 Classic	Vehicle	Scheme	(CVS)	Conditional	Registration	
	
Refer	to	TfNSW	"Classic	Vehicle	Conditional	Registration	Sheet"	CVS	v2025.09	
CVS	is	available	for	historic	vehicles	that	have	been	modified	from	original	and	not	eligible	for	
HVS.	These	modifications	may	be	owner	certified	or	significantly	modified,	which	requires	a	
valid	compliance	certificate	issued	by	a	licensed	certifier.	Note:	unmodified	vehicles	can	also	
access	CVS.	
	
To	be	eligible	for	CVS	your	vehicle:	
• must	be	30	years	of	age	or	older	from	the	year	of	manufacture	
• must	comply	with	the	applicable	NSW	vehicle	standards	
• must	be	3.5	tonnes	Gross	Vehicle	Mass	(GVM)	or	under	
• cannot	be	industrial	plant,	agricultural	vehicles	or	trailers		
• can	be	a	replica	or	Individually	Constructed	Vehicle	(ICV)	that	is	30	years	of	age	or	older	from	

the	VSCCS	build	date		(Note:	CHMC	will	not	recommend	these	for	CVS)	
	
Allows	occasional	use,	not	using	your	classic	vehicle	regularly.	Such	use	can	include:	
• events or activities organised by the primary club 
• events organised by recognised historic vehicle clubs, if an official invitation is received and 

recorded by the primary club in the official minutes or 'Day Book' 
• for events organised by community organisations if an official invitation is received and recorded 

by the primary club in the official minutes or 'Day Book' 
• For Log Book users additional days up to 60 per registration year can be allocated for maintenance 

and personal use 
• Classic vehicle registration is mainly for operators who have modified their vehicle so as not to be 

eligible for HVS and who only drive their vehicles occasionally. NRMA Veteran, Vintage and 
Classic Car Insurance defines this is as for leisure or special occasion; not your primary mode of 
transport; not driven more than 2 days per week on average and not more than 9000kms per year. 
Shannons defines limited use as no more than twice per week on average or extreme limited use as 
no more than twice a month. Registered operators need to be aware of the coverage level they are 
paying for. 

 
To	apply	for	CVS	the	Registered	Operator	must	be	a	member	of	a	TfNSW	Recognised	Historic	
Vehicle	Club	that	is	affiliated	with	an	approved	organisation	(AO).	Current	AOs	are	ACMCCVS	Inc;	
CHMC	Inc;	CMC	Inc;	and	NSWHMA	Inc.		The	AO	club	certifies	the	Vehicle	Eligibility.			
	

Definition of a Road and Road Related Area 
	
Contained	within	the	NSW	Road	Rules	Legislation	
	
A road is an area that is open to or used by the public and is developed for, or has as one of its main 
uses, the driving or riding of motor vehicles. 
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A road related area is any of the following— 
• an area that divides a road, 
• a footpath or nature strip adjacent to a road, 
• an area that is not a road and that is open to the public and designated for use by cyclists or 

animals, 
• an area that is not a road and that is open to or used by the public for driving, riding or parking 

vehicles. 
 
It is an agreed understanding that the principle of "wheels rolling down the road" is applied when 
deciding if a Club Day Book or Vehicle Log Book Entry is required when accessing the road network 
or road related area.  Leaving your vehicle parked on the street does not require a Club Day Book or 
Log Book entry. CHMC recommends that you should check if this has any insurance implications. 

Club’s Responsible Person(s) and Club Stamp 
	

Clubs	need	to	consider	these	as	being	the	same	as	the	club	bank	account	signatories	and	the	club	
cheque	book.	
	
CHMC	recommends	Clubs	should	maintain	a	clear	record	of	who	are	its	scrutineers	who	
authorised	to	undertake	Vehicle	Safety	Inspections	(Section	3	of	the	1259)	and	authorised	
persons	who	certify	Vehicle	Eligibility	(Section	4	of	the	1259).	Clubs	should	also	limit	the	
number	of	club	stamps	in	use	and	maintain	a	record	of	who	holds	these	and	is	authorised	to	affix	
the	stamp	to	the	1259.			
	
Many	clubs	use	the	term	Registrar	to	mean	their	responsible	person.	It	has	been	confirmed	by	
TfNSW	that	there	is	no	intention	that	this	is	one	person.	CHMC	recommendation	to	clubs	is	
that	wherever	possible	they	have	more	than	one	person	fulfilling	these	roles	and	that	the	safety	
inspection	and	eligibility	functions	be	separated.	When	an	authorised	signatory	changes,	
TfNSW	should	be	notified.		An	email	should	be	sent	to	ais@rms.nsw.gov.au.	CHMC	
recommends	that	the	list	of	Responsible	Persons	be	reviewed	after	each	AGM	and	TfNSW	be	
notified	accordingly.	
	
While	there	is	no	requirement	that	a	club's	Responsible	Person(s)	undertaking	safety	
inspections	be	qualified	motor	mechanics	or	TfNSW	Authorised	Inspectors,	the	onus	falls	to	the	
club	executive	committee	to	satisfy	themselves	that	persons	nominated	as	responsible	for	
declaring	the	vehicle	is	in	safe	operating	condition,	have	the	necessary	experience,	skills	and	
expertise	to	undertake	these	vehicle	inspections.	If	a	club	cannot	identify	suitable	person(s)	or	
chooses	not	to,	then	an	Authorised	Inspection	Station	(AIS)	Safety	Inspection	Report	(Pink	Slip)	
should	be	required.	Some	clubs	only	undertake	safety	inspections	up	to	a	specified	build	date	
before	requiring	a	Pink	Slip.		
	
CHMC	recommends	that	if	a	club's	Responsible	Person(s)	is	unsure	how	to	determine	the	Safe	
Operating	Condition	of	any	vehicle,	they	should	request	the	Registered	Operator	to	take	the	
vehicle	to	an	AIS	or	HVIS	for	inspection.		eg.	vehicles	fitted	with	LPG	or	heavy	vehicles	(over	4.5	
tonne	GVM).	
	
CHMC	recommends	all	clubs	establish	an	Eligibility	Committee	to	determine	if	a	vehicle	meets	
requirements	of	the	Historic	Vehicle	Scheme.	This	removes	the	responsibility	from	one	person	if	
the	vehicle	is	better	suited	to	the	Classic	Vehicle	Scheme	(or	could	remain	on	full	registration).		
This	committee	fulfils	an	important	role	in	ensuring	that	only	eligible	vehicles	become	
registered	under	the	HVS.	It	is	this	committee	that	in	essence	approves	and	advises	the	
Responsible	Person	signing	section	4	of	the	1259	of	the	vehicle’s	ongoing	HVS	eligibility.	
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TfNSW	requires	club	stamps	to	clearly	indicate	the	name	of	the	Approved	Historic	Vehicle	Club.	
CHMC	supports	the	use	of	club	stamps	that	contain	the	club	logo	and	not	just	a	simple	address	
stamp.	
	
	

✓              X	

	

																											 	
	

Becoming a TfNSW recognised Historic Vehicle Club 
	

Application Process 
 
For your club to become a recognised Historic Vehicle Club, officials must complete a form 1768 
"Application for a Historic Vehicle Club". This can be downloaded. 
 
You will need to attach copies of these documents: 
• evidence of the organisation’s corporate status – a Certificate of Registration issued by the 

Australian Securities and Investment Commission or Certificate of Incorporation issued by NSW 
Fair Trading 

• club constitution – to demonstrate the club can meet the Historic Vehicle Scheme policy. Get a 
sample constitution by emailing    ais@rms.nsw.gov.au  CHMC recommends that clubs attach 
bylaws for HVS / CVS rather than inserting them in their Constitution. 

• list of club officials 
• list of approved Scrutineers – able to conduct historic vehicle inspections 
• list of representatives – forming the club's proposed Eligibility Committee 
• name and contact details of Eligibility Committee's Responsible Persons 
• inspection process and proof of compliance requirements – to demonstrate an eligible Historic 

Vehicle meets the Historic Vehicle Scheme policy 
• policies and procedures documents – to demonstrate the club has professional and safety standards 

to provide sufficient administrative controls over vehicle construction, vehicle logbooks and 
training and competency levels for vehicle scrutineers. 

 
Send the form and documents via email    ais@rms.nsw.gov.au   or mail them to: 
Enrolment Processing Unit 
(Historic Vehicle Scheme) 
Transport for NSW 
PO Box 122 
Glen Innes NSW 2370 
 
CHMC recommends to clubs that are already on the TfNSW Recognised List and accessing the HVS, 
review club administration processes for the HVS scheme using this as a framework. 
 
 
 
 

Council	of	Heritage	Motor	Clubs	
PO	Box	229	

GOULBURN			NSW		2580	
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Updating Your Club Details 
 
After you have become a Recognised Historic Vehicle Club, if your club changes address or any other 
details please let TfNSW know by emailing   
ais@rms.nsw.gov.au 

Historic Vehicle Scheme (HVS) 
	

The	Historic	Vehicle	Scheme	operates	within	the	broader	NSW	Conditional	Registration	
regulations.	TfNSW	are	the	regulators	of	the	scheme	and	clubs	operate	within	their	regulations	
that	are	subject	to	change.	Clubs	share	the	role	of	a	"Regulatory	Partner"	with	TfNSW	and	have	
prime	responsibility	for	ensuring	that	only	eligible	vehicles	enter	the	scheme.	
	
Recapping, to be eligible for the HVS: 
 
• your vehicle must be at least 30 years of age or older from the year it was manufactured. The 

vehicle must not be modified. 
• your vehicle must comply with the applicable vehicle standards as at the date of vehicle 

manufacture. 
• your vehicle must be as close to original condition as possible, with no alterations except for safety 

features such as seatbelts, turn indicators or period options, accessories and safety items. 
• you must be a member of a Transport for NSW-recognised historic vehicle club.  
	
Period	Options,	Accessories	&	Safety	Items	(Revised	March	2025)	
	
The period options, accessories and safety items serves as a valuable guide/resource to assist in 
discerning whether a vehicle's modifications align more closely with the requirements of the 
Historic Vehicle Scheme (HVS) rather than the Classic Vehicle Scheme (CVS). 
 
The HVS is designed for vehicles that are at least 30 years old and maintained as close to their 
authentic condition as possible. Historic vehicles have been subject to wear and tear and may have, 
over the years since manufacture, been repaired or restored, but that work should be in a manner 
sympathetic to their authentic condition.  
 
Meanwhile, the CVS accommodates vehicles with modifications. Significantly modified vehicles are 
ineligible for the HVS and should be registered under the CVS. These vehicles are characterised by 
substantial alterations from their authentic state, and require certification from the Vehicle Safety 
Compliance Certification Scheme (VSCCS) to ensure compliance with safety standards. 
 
This guide provides clarity on the types of period options and accessories that may influence a 
vehicle's eligibility for either scheme. It aims to provide vehicle clubs and registered owners a better 
understanding of the criteria for each scheme and determine the appropriate registration for these 
vehicles and navigate these distinctions effectively.  
 
When the guide was first communicated to recognised historic clubs there was some concern that it 
would be deemed as firm rules. However, we continue to emphasise that this is indeed just a guide and 
historic vehicle clubs have the means to establish and enforce their own rules at their discretion, but 
within this framework.  
 
Technical considerations:  

• Key reference documents are Vehicle Standards Information 06, 09 and 53. 
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• Options and accessories available at the build date or during the general operational life of the 
vehicle may be considered “in period”.  

• The installation of an item must not affect compliance with applicable vehicle standards.  
• This list is for light vehicles. It does not cover motorcycles and heavy vehicles.   

 
Clubs should note the definitions of Different Vehicle Types contained within  VSI 53: 

• Vehicle constructed from parts; 
• Vehicle constructed from a kit; 
• Replica vehicles; and 
• Restored vehicles  

 
The first 3 are ineligible for HVS. 
 
VSI 06 is a guide for Light Vehicle (4.5T<) Modifications. It provides examples of modifications that 
either require or do not require certification. The Revised Options, Accessories and Safety Items List 
utilises VSI 06 modifications that require certification as ineligible for HVS. However, modifications 
not requiring certification can be accepted under HVS although clubs can enforce a higher standard. 
 
A revised version of VSI 06 is approved for release on 1 July 2026. This will finally allow for vehicles 
not fitted with seat belts at the time of manufacture to have these retrofitted without cetification. 
 

Club Processing of HVS 
 
1. New Applications 
 
Applicants need to complete an Application for Conditional Registration (Form 1246). 
Please note that the customer details (Section 2) need to match those on the Club Register of Members. 
 
If your club uses a common renewal date you will need to tick Date Required (Section 7) and specify 
the club's common expiry date.  You may need to politely indicate the use of a common expiry date to 
the SfNSW staff member as the default is 12 months from the date the registration is initiated. (This 
requires the operator to delete the default date which allows them to insert a specified expiry date.) 
 
CHMC recommends that Vehicle Identification should be physically sighted by one of your club's 
Scrutineers or Responsible Persons. Relying on previous documentation can introduce errors or 
overlook items such as an engine replacement.  This is required in Section 2 of the 1259, as well Page 
3 of the 1246. If the vehicle does not have an identification number, you will need to call TfNSW on 
13 22 13 to have it identified. 
 
Some confusion has arisen in relation to the build date on imported vehicles as opposed to the 
certification date.  An AIS Noticeboard dated 05/07/2013 clarifies this: 

 
RECORDING YEAR OF MANUFACTURE ON IMPORTED VEHICLES 
***IMPORTANT REMINDER*** When recording the Compliance Date on AIS Online for a 
personally imported vehicle, the examiner MUST ensure that they record the date the vehicle was 
actually built by the original vehicle manufacturer, NOT the date on the personal, low volume 
import plate, RAWS plate or other associated paperwork. 
 

A vehicle that has been converted from left hand drive to right hand drive maintains its eligibility for 
HVS provided that it is not extensively modified (refer to VSI06). Recent conversions require 
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Engineering Certification. 	Refer	to	Factsheet 09 February 2018 Changes to the policy on left-hand 
drive to right-hand drive conversions for vehicles in the Historic Vehicles Scheme 
 
LPG fitted vehicles are eligible for HVS. Even though there is no requirement for such vehicles to 
have an appropriate AIS (Pink Slip) inspection  the LPG tank MUST be in date. There is a plate 
affixed to the tank. CHMC recommends that all LPG  equipped vehicles have an annual AIS (Pink 
Slip) inspection. 
 
A completed Historic Vehicle Declaration (Form 1259) will need to accompany the completed 
Application for Conditional Registration (Form 1246).  The Registered Operator should complete 
Sections 1 and 2. The club's Responsible Person should check the correct identification in Section 2.  If 
the club is undertaking a safety check, the club's Scrutineer should complete the Declaration Section 3. 
Please note that this declaration has a similar legal weight to a Statutory Declaration. Section 4 relates 
to Vehicle Eligibility. The Responsible Person certifies that the Registered Operator is a current 
financial member and that the vehicle meets the eligibility requirements for the scheme.  
 
If there is any doubt this should be referred to the club's Eligibility Committee for determination. In 
these circumstances, CHMC recommends that clubs should place the onus on the member to provide 
evidence that the vehicle meets / continues to meet the eligibility criteria for HVS where there is any 
doubt. A record or copies of this evidence should be kept. This is especially important for low volume 
and/or imported vehicles. 
 
You should alert your members to: 
• point out to the SfNSW staff if you have specified an expiry date; and 
• check all their paperwork before leaving the SfNSW centre 
 
2. Renewals 
 
Completion of the Historic Vehicle Declaration (Form1259) 
 
It is important that club scrutineers remain aware of any significant changes to the vehicle that require 
a change in vehicle identification, eg. replacement engine; or those that bring the vehicle's ongoing 
scheme eligibility into question. Changes to vehicle details require the Registered Operator to 
complete a Change of Records Form 
 
Clubs can either require an Authorised Safety Inspection (Pink Slip) or undertake their own inspection 
if they have been an Approved Historic Club for over 2 years. 
Inspections can be undertaken on a rolling basis or if using a common expiry date at a specified 
date/place. 
 
Vehicle Safety Inspections 
 
If undertaking inspections, club scrutineers need to be able to apply the required standards. These are 
contained in Light Vehicle Safety Check Standards Section 2 of the AIS Rules. These can be 
downloaded using the following link:  
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/system/files/media/documents/2025/light-vehicle-safety-check-
standards_0.pdf 
 
Items covered include: 

• Brakes 
• Steering and suspension 
• Wheels and tyres 



	 9	

• Body condition 
• Lighting 
• Engine compartment and driveline 

 
It is within these rules that acceptable Service Brake Performance Rule 101 is defined for vehicles 
such as mechanical external drum, two wheel brakes only and Model T transmission brakes. See 
sample below. 
 

 
 
The requirement for mudguards is also covered. See sample below: 

 
 
If clubs are undertaking their own safety checks, CHMC recommends that they maintain a record that 
the inspection has taken place and any items that required follow-up.  There is no specified format for 
this. Some clubs use the Pink Slip items by way of a checklist.   
 
The Responsible Person (Section 4) certifies that the Registered Operator is a current financial 
member and that the vehicle meets the eligibility requirements for the scheme. If there is any doubt 
this should be referred to the club's Eligibility Committee for determination.  
 



	 10	

Club Records 
 
Clubs are expected to maintain a record of the vehicles it has approved for HVS where the Registered 
Operator has used them as their primary club. The form this takes has not been specified. 
As a minimum CHMC recommend: 
Registered Operator Name: Vehicle Registration: Expiry Date: Vehicle Identification 
 
If your club has additional requirements, eg. insurance; minimum number of events per year; or has an 
agreement with your members to keep log book usage data; these should also be recorded. 
 

Sighting Vehicles 
 
It is important that your club's Responsible Person(s) actually sights the vehicle before declaring its 
eligibility for HVS in Section 4 of the 1259.  This might be undertaken at the same time as the safety 
inspection or at another agreed time. 
 
If your club allows "remote processing" of applications or renewals it becomes important to have a 
system, eg. dated photographs, owner declarations that  it meets/ continues to meet the  HVS criteria. 
Responsible Persons signing without physically sighting vehicles can potentially be declaring a false 
declaration if the vehicle is later determined to be ineligible for the scheme.  A  good system provides 
for a good defence if questioned. 
 

Classic Vehicle Scheme (CVS) 
 

The CVS is designed to cater for vehicles that are 30 years of age or older that do not meet the 
eligibility criteria for HVS with regard to originality, period accessories or safety items. 
 
Recapping, to be eligible for CVS your vehicle: 
• must be 30 years of age or older from the year of manufacture 
• must comply with the applicable NSW vehicle standards 
• must be 3.5 tonnes Gross Vehicle Mass (GVM) or under 
• cannot be industrial plant, agricultural vehicles or trailers 
• can be a replica or Individually Constructed Vehicle (ICV) that is 30 years of age or older from the 

build completion date  (Note: CHMC will not recommend these for CVS) 
 
The CHMC is one of the Approved Organisations that has signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
with TfNSW to enable them to administer this scheme. 
 
CHMC as an organisation remains firmly committed to heritage motoring. We believe that even a 
modified vehicle must still have a recognised heritage value and/or classic status.  We have relaxed our 
criteria in recent years but in general: 
 
CHMC limits its CVS approval to vehicles which are modified, and may or may not 
require VSCCS certification, but which maintain the general appearance of original 
vehicles of the same model run. This means that CHMC will not recommend heavily 
modified vehicles, replicas or individually constructed vehicles for CVS. 
 
Recently we have revised our CVS processing flow charts and our Classic Vehicle Agreements. The 
reason behind this revision is two fold.  
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• Based on experience we have separated the Initial Classic Vehicle Agreement from the one used 
when renewing. Each agreement now contains a checklist of the required documentation in order 
for us to process an application. 

• Without physically sighting each vehicle our Authorised Signatory needs to be confident that the 
vehicle is eligible for CVS and remains so at time of renewal. The role of our clubs in this process 
has consequently been strengthened. 

 
We still do not charge any fee for processing CVS as we regard it as a component of your Club 
Affiliation. We prefer all the required documents to be emailed to us as we do not require originals. An 
original 1835 will then be generated, signed and stamped on behalf of the CHMC and returned by post 
to club to have its stamp affixed before giving it to the owner. If posting it would be appreciated if you 
could alert TfNSW/Registration Liaison it has been sent. 

 
New applications require an AUSVIS Report (Blue Slip). You need to be aware that the AUSVIS 
Report only has a 42 day validity. The completed Classic Vehicle Declaration (Form 1835) has a 
42 day validity from date of issue. 
 
Renewals require an Inspection Report (Pink Slip). These have a 6 month validity, however, the 
completed Classic Vehicle Declaration (Form 1835) has only a 42 day validity from date of issue. 
 

Imported Vehicles 
 

There are many vehicles accessing HVS and CVS registration that have been imported. It is important 
that clubs understand requirements around the importation and certification of imported vehicles 
before processing HVS and CVS registration.  
 
If the vehicle you are importing is over 25 years old, <3.5T GVM, in original condition or  was 
significantly modified over 25 years ago, you can apply for import approval. The choice of vehicles 
allowed has been expanded with the introduction of Australia's new updated Road Vehicles Standards 
(RVS) laws from 1 July 2021. You must apply before importing to have the vehicle placed on the 
Register of Approved Vehicles (RAV). This is done via ROVER the department's commonwealth 
Department of Infrastructure’s online applications and approvals portal. 
Note: Although the RAV applies to vehicles 25+ years old they still have to be 30+ years old to access 
the HVS or CVS in NSW. 
 
Once approved and imported it the vehicle will need Customs and Quarantine Approval. After that you 
will require a VSCCS certification to ensure the vehicle meets the vehicle standards as of its build 
date.  
 
Some confusion has arisen in relation to the build date on imported vehicles as opposed to the 
certification date.  An AIS Noticeboard dated 05/07/2013 clarifies this: 

RECORDING YEAR OF MANUFACTURE ON IMPORTED VEHICLES 
***IMPORTANT REMINDER*** When recording the Compliance Date on AIS Online for a 
personally imported vehicle, the examiner MUST ensure that they record the date the vehicle was 
actually built by the original vehicle manufacturer, NOT the date on the personal, low volume 
import plate, RAWS plate or other associated paperwork. 
 

If importing a left hand drive vehicle that you convert to right hand drive you need to be aware that it 
will require VSCCS for the conversion. It remains eligible for HVS provided that this change is 
limited to the conversion. If for example you imported a 1967 Ford Mustang and converted it the RHD 
using a rack and pinion steering box and fitted front disc brakes it is ineligible for HVS.  
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Clubs need to sight the Vehicle Import Approval and VSCCS before processing for HVS or CVS. 
Older imports may not have this, but the onus falls to the owner to provide evidence as to when it was 
imported or converted to right hand drive  
 

Kit Cars 
	
VSI 53, Revision 4  says,   the Commonwealth RVSA regulates the requirements for new Road 
Vehicles. The RVSA definition of a Road Vehicle includes a partly completed or unassembled vehicle. 
Hence an entirevehicle imported as a kit would need to comply with the requirements of the RVSA and 
be registered on the RAV via an appropriate entry pathway. The RVSA terms vehicles imported in this 
way as “unassembled vehicles”. A vehicle built only using a bodyshell, chassis or frame obtained as 
part of a kit may still be classed as an ICV. 
	

Replica Vehicles and Tributes 
	
Confusion	exists	around	registration	of	replica	vehicles	and	tribute	vehicles	under	HVS	and	CVS.	
	
A tribute is not a replica vehicle but a standard or modified production vehicle dressed to imitate a 
hero vehicle. Common examples include Peter Brock’s Commodore and Falcon XW GTHO.  These 
should not be confused with replica vehicles. 
 
VSI 53, Revision 4  defines  a replica vehicle is one built using parts that are, as close as practicable, 
identical in appearance and dimensions to the equivalent part in the original production vehicle. 
A replica vehicle, whether or not it is manufactured from a kit, is an ICV.  The February 2026 Issue of 
TfNSW DRIVE Lite Historic and Classic Vehicles addressed the issue of correctly registering a 
replica vehicle. 
 

Correctly registering a replica vehicle 
A replica must never be misrepresented as an original make or model when 
registration is being established. 
 
Historic and Classic vehicle club representatives, Authorised Unregistered Vehicle 
Scheme (AUVIS) examiners, and Vehicle Safety Compliance Certification Scheme 
(VSCCS) certifiers must take care when completing inspections 
to establish registration for replica vehicles.   
  
When a replica vehicle is incorrectly registered as an original, e.g. a 1990 replica 
recorded as a 1956 model, it creates serious issues with the vehicle’s identity and 
applicable vehicle standards.  
  
The replica vehicle is then misrepresented as needing to meet easier registration 
rules, when in fact Third Edition Australian Design Rules (ADRs) apply. In these 
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cases, the vehicle must have a VSCCS Compliance Certificate as either a modified 
production vehicle or an individually constructed vehicle (ICV), as applicable. 
 
A vehicle must not be registered with an incorrect identity. Registering a replica 
vehicle in error can lead to significant problems for the owners, sellers, 
buyers, insurers and law enforcement if the vehicle doesn't meet the standards 
applicable to its true make, model, and date of manufacture.   
  
Common examples of replica vehicles include AC Cobras, Porsche Speedsters, 
Lotus 7s, Ford GT40s, pre-1949 street rods and modern Mustang recreations. Some 
replicas are now more than 30 years old and may be eligible for historic registration, 
but they must be correctly identified as replicas and not registered as original 
vehicles.  

 
If your club has incorrectly registered a replica vehicle under HVS, this can be corrected by the club’s 
eligibility committee requiring the owner obtain a blue slip inspection (design and safety check) before 
renewing the registration. This should reference any existing VSCCS or require it to be obtained. Once 
a replica vehicle is 30+ years old from its date of compliance it can be registered under the CVS. 

Log Book 
 

The Log Book became permanent in 2020 following a two year trial during which extensive club and 
industry engagement was undertaken. 
 
The log book has the major advantage of transferring the responsibility of vehicle use away from clubs 
to the driver and registered operator. It is the responsibility of the driver to ensure the HVS or CVS 
vehicle they are driving is being used according to Certificate of Approved Operations. 
 
Over the past five years wide spread reports have been made to the Historic and Classic Car Industry 
Working Group (HCCIWG) around misunderstandings of what constitutes a club approved activity 
and what is often believed to be inappropriate enforcement action.  The Fact Sheet following was 
developed by TfNSW in conjunction with industry in order to address perceived issues. 
 
Despite this it has become apparent that clubs are not applying the correct interpretations of club runs; 
drivers are confused as to when a log book entry is required; and ongoing complaints around perceived 
inappropriate enforcement. The issue of how to interpret what constitutes occasional use of the HVS 
and CVS has increasingly become an issue. Recently all four peak bodies agreed in response to take to 
their membership clubs a recommendation that all vehicle use be captured in the vehicle log book. 
This formed the basis for the CHMC recommendation approved at our October 2025 Delegates 
Meeting and supported by all peak bodies at the December 2025 HCCIWG meeting. The peak bodies 
will now work together and with TfNSW to move this forward within the context of any HVS / CVS 
scheme review. 
 
Regardless of whether you or your club agrees with this recommendation, Drivers and Registered 
Operators need to decide if their HVS or CVS use fits within what is considered "occasional" use and 
whether the vehicle is covered by insurance. 
 



	 14	

 
 

 Historic and classic vehicle log book and club runs. TFNSW Fact Sheet 
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Maintaining Your Club Calendar 
 
The purpose of a club calendar is to advise members the details of clubs events/runs that:  

• have been organised for club members;  
• invitations have been received from another TfNSW Approved Historic Vehicle Club and 

accepted; or 
• invitations have been received from a community organisation and accepted  

These should provide clear advice to your members as to what are club sanctioned activities that HVS 
or CVS vehicles can be used for without the need for a Log Book entry. 
 
CHMC recommends that clubs clearly delineate club sanctioned activities for those for information 
of their members. Members may wish to participate in them. If using their HVS or CVS vehicle a Log 
Book entry is required for these events. Non Log Book users still have the option of advising their club 
of their intention to participate and having this recorded either in the official minutes or Day Book. 
 
CHMC also suggests that clubs clearly state the departure point for all club sanctioned activities, eg. 
"for HVS/CVS travel from the vehicles place of garaging to the departure point is included in the 
activity, and return afterwards by the most practical route". 
 
Club calendars can be published by way of club magazines, emails to members, text messages or on 
club web sites or separate events calendars. There is no legal requirement for drivers to carry a club 
calendar or magazine in the vehicle, however, it is CHMC recommendation that  the driver should 
have access to it.  
 
Any variations to advertised club events/runs that are changed due to unforeseen circumstances, eg. 
weather, road works, should be notated in the minutes of the next club meeting (usually be way of an 
events report). 
 

Secondary Clubs 
 

Secondly clubs were introduced at the inception of the former Historic Conditional Registration 
Scheme (HCRS) in 2002. It was intended to negate the need for Registered Operators that were 
members of more than one club to organise an invitation from a club other than their primary club to 
participate in their events/runs. It was never intended that you could participate in more than your 
primary club activities on a regular basis. The Log Book system has negated the need to list secondary 
clubs on Certificates of Approved Operations. 
 
Members of Secondary Clubs that are recorded on their Certificate of Approved Operations who want 
to participate in their events/runs are not required to have an invitation issued to their primary club. 
They are however, still required to advise their Primary Club of any intended participation. 
 
CHMC recommends that all HVS/CVS use that is not for a Primary Club Approved Event/Run,  Log 
Book entries be made. "If in doubt, fill it out". 
 

Are Clubs Required to Notify TfNSW if a member Leaves or Does not Renew? 
 

If a member changes clubs with a vehicle on HVS, they are required to obtain a 1259 from their new 
club and take this with a Change of Records to SfNSW where a new Certificate of Approved 
Operations will be issued. A new Safety check will not be required until the registration renewal. 
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There is no requirement that clubs notify TfNSW when a member with an HVS vehicle either leaves  
them or fails to renew. 
 
It is a misconception that if a member does not renew their membership that their HVS/CVS 
registration is cancelled. The registration remains current until its expiry date. It is, however, a 
condition of HVS / CVS  registration that the Registered Operator is a member of a TfNSW Historic 
Vehicle Club whenever  the vehicle is driven on the road network. This does not have to be the 
Primary Club. The offence applies to all Conditional Registration categories and is "Operate a Vehicle 
Contrary to the Conditions of its Registration". A small fine applies to the driver but no loss of licence 
points. 
 

Using your HVS / CVS vehicle for functions 
 

If your historic vehicle is used for operating a passenger transport service** - for example, for 
weddings or other functions - you must: 
• comply with the Point to Point Transport (Taxis and Hire Vehicles) legislation - refer to Point to 

Point Transport; and 
• seek approval from the primary club and have the details recorded in the club's official minutes or 

"Day Book". 
 
Point-to-Point only applies to vehicles with a seating capacity 12 seats or less. It has two key tenets in 
its legislation, namely, a booking and payment. The Point-to-Point Provider does not have to be the 
Registered Operator of the HVS / CVS Vehicle. The onus rests with the Point-to-Point Provider to 
maintain details of vehicles used for bookings, including safety inspections, maintenance and 
insurance. Point-to-Point use requires Log Book entries.  
 
CHMC advises clubs to limit their involvement with Point to Point to approving vehicle use. Do not 
assume the responsibilities of a Point-to-Point Provider. 
 
** Passenger Service means the transport of passengers by a motor vehicle (other than a bus) 
within, or partly within, NSW for a fare or remuneration. 
 
It is recognised that HVS/CVS vehicles are frequently used for community, eg. ANZAC Day, and 
family functions eg. School Formals and Family Weddings. Registered Operators of vehicles need to 
be careful in these circumstances not to cross into what could be construed as a Passenger Service. 
 

Who can drive a HVS/CVS vehicle? 
 

The driver of a vehicle registered under HVS or CVS does not have to be the Vehicle's Registered 
Operator or a member of a TfNSW  recognised Historic Motoring Club.  
 
The only legal requirement is that the driver must hold the appropriate driver's licence for the vehicle 
being driven. eg. motorcyle. This is clearly outlined in the Historic and Classic Vehicle Sheets, 
 
Driver's of heavy vehicles (above 4.5T GVM) need to be aware that HVS/CVS use does not negate the 
need to comply with heavy vehicle regulations including specified routes and Work Diary completion 
as required.  
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What can be towed or be carried? 
 

No commercial use. The current policy also states that loads must be the private property of the 
vehicle operator and/or carried as part of a club event. Drivers need to be mindful of appropriate load 
restraint. 
 
If towing an HVS trailer, drivers need to be aware the trailer has its own "Certificate of Approved 
Operations" and Log Book that need to be carried and completed as required.   
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CVS New Registration Agreement between Applicant and CHMC 
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CVS Registration Renewal Agreement between Applicant and CHMC 
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Historic Vehicle Sheet TFNSW 
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